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NATIONAL MARITIME INTERESTS OF UKRAINE IN
THE BLACK SEA-AZOV BASIN

Introduction. Maritime economy is one of the most
important factors of economic growth and national security. Prior to
the post-Soviet stage of development, a high level of "maritime
maturity" was achieved in Ukraine. Well-developed and diversified
maritime economic complex of Ukraine included maritime
transport, fisheries, shipbuilding and ship repair, marine
engineering, offshore gas industry, seaports, sea recreation with
cruise fleet of international standards, etc.

During the last years Ukraine has lost most of its maritime
potential. The renewal of maritime economy and recovery of the
maritime complex became one of the most important national
interests of Ukraine.

Aim and tasks. The paper aims to analyse the problems of
maritime complex of Ukraine and formulate national maritime
interests of Ukraine under new geopolitical and economic
conditions in the Black Sea region.

Research results. In order to discuss the maritime interests
of Ukraine was proposed a fractal model which considers maritime
interests in the following dimensions: economy, geopolitics,
environment, military-defence. As the strategic economic interests
of Ukraine are considered: use of marine natural resources that can
contribute to economic growth; development of transport and
communication in the Black Sea-Azov basin and other areas of the
World Ocean; development of recreational and tourism potential of
Ukrainian Black Sea coast; marine energy development.

Considering the geopolitical aspects, national interests
include maintenance of the territorial integrity of Ukraine,
development of a system of sustainable strategic, political and
economic cooperation. Environmental aspect of maritime interests
of Ukraine includes rational use of natural resources, greening of
economic activities in costal areas, environmental management,
reproduction of biological resources and protection of biodiversity
of the Black and Azov Seas. In recent years the military-defence
aspect of national interests takes on special significance. It includes,
first of all, the effective realization of the defence strategy at the
southern borders and development of the Naval Forces of Ukraine.

Conclusions. National maritime interests of Ukraine were
discussed from economic, geopolitical, environmental and military-
defence points of view. One of important strategic interests of
Ukraine is to ensure stability and protection of the regional security
in the Black Sea-Azov region, which has become an arena of
complex geopolitical and geoeconomic contradictions in the context
of growing economic development trends in the region,
transboundary and international problems.

Key words: national maritime interests, maritime economic
complex, Ukrainian Black Sea region.
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HAINOHAJIBHI MOPET'OCIIOJJAPCBKI IHTEPECHU
YKPATHA B YOPHOMOPCBHKO-A30BCbKOMY BFACEHHI

IIpo6aema. Po3BUTOK MOPErocmoapChbkoro KOMIIIEKCY € OJTHHM
3 HaBaXUIMBIMMX (HaKTOPIB EKOHOMIYHOTO 3pOCTaHHS Ta HAIIOHAIBLHOT
Oesmekn kpainu. Jlo mouyaTKy MOCTPaasHCBKOTO €Taly PO3BHTKY B
VYkpaini Oyno JOCATHYTO BHUCOKHH PiBEHb “MOPCBHKOI 3piNOCTi”, SIKHH
BUpDaXaBCsi B  HAIBHOCTI MOTYXHOTO Ta  JUBEpCcU(iKOBAHOTO
MOpPETOCIOAAPCHKOTO KOMILIEKCY, 110 BKIFOYaB MOPCHKI MEepeBE3CHHS,
pubHE TOCIOAApPCTBO, CYIAHOOYJYBaHHS Ta CYJAHOPEMOHT, MOPCHKE
MalMHOOYIyBaHHS, MOPCHKY Ta30/00yBHY MPOMHCIOBICTb, MOpPCHKE
MOPTOBE Ta MPHUIIOPTOBE TOCMOJAPCTBO, MOPCBKY peKpealliro,
MiATPUMAaHy MOTYXHHUM KpYi3HHUM (PIOTOM MIDKHAPOJHOTO KJIACy Ta iH.
[IpoTsirom ocTaHHIX pOKiB YKpaiHa 3HAYHO BTpaTHJa CBilf MOPCHKHIA
noTeHmia. OXHUM 13 HaWBaXIMBINIMX HAIIOHAJBHUX IHTEPECIB
VYkpaiHu € BIJHOBICHHS MOPCHKOI EKOHOMIKM Ta BIAPOKCHHS
MOPETOCIOJaPCHKOTO KOMILIEKCY.

Mera Ta 3aBaanHs. MeTOIO CTAaTTi € aHANI3 MPOOJIEM PO3BUTKY
MOPEroCIofapChLKOro KOMIUIEKCY  YKpaiHM  Ta (dbopmyBaHHS
HAI[IOHATbHIX MOPCHKHUX 1HTEpeciB YKpaiHW B HOBHX TEOMOJITHUYHHUX Ta
EKOHOMIYHHX YMOBaX y YOpHOMOPCHKOMY pErioHi.

PesyabTaTu. [lns mpeacraBieHHS MOPCHKUX iHTepeciB YKpaiHu
Oysio 3amporoHOBaHO (pakTambHy MOJENb, SKa pO3IIAIaE MOpPCHKI
iHTepecH B CEKOHOMIYHOMY, TEONOJITHYHOMY, CKOJIOTIYHOMY Ta
BiliCbKOBO-000OpDOHHOMY BHMipax. B cy4acHWX yMoOBax B SKOCTi
BHU3HAYAJIBHUX CTpPATEriYHUX MOPErocrnoliapchKuX iHTepeciB YKpaiHu B
CKOHOMIUHIM cepl BHU3HAYCHO 3aJy4YCHHS pPE3EPBIB  IPHPOIHO-
pECYpCHOTO  TOTEHI[ialy  MOPCHKOTO  CEPEIOBHUINA;  PO3BUTOK
TPaHCIOPTHO-KOMYHIKAIIIHHOTO OCBOEHHS YOpHOTo 1 A30BCHKOI'0 MOpIB
Ta 1HmMHX paioHiB CBITOBOr0 OKeaHy; pO3IIMPEHHS OCBOEHHS 1
parionamizailisi BUKOPUCTAaHHSI OIOJOTIYHUX 1 MIHEpPalbHUX PECypCiB;
OCBOEHHSI KypOPTHO-PEKpEAliiHOrO 1 TYPUCTUYHOTO TMOTEHIiay
Ykpaincekoro IIpuaopHOMOp'S; OCBOEHHS MOPCHKOTO €HEPreTUIHOr O
noreHmiany. HamioHanbHi iHTepecH 3 TOYKM 30py TEOMOJTITHYHOTO
BHUMIpY BKITIOYAIOTh 30€pEKEHHS TEPUTOPIaNbHOI IUTiCHOCTI YKpaiHw,
CTBOPEHHSI ~ CHCTEMH  CTaJlOr0  CTpaTeriyHoro, TMONITHYHOTO 1
E€KOHOMIYHOTO CIIBpOOITHUITBA. Y cdepi eKOoNOorii HallloHaIBHI iHTepecH
VYkpaiHu OXOILTIOIOTH BCEOIYHY pallioHAI3aIlii0 MPUPOIOKOPUCTYBAHHS
HAa OCHOBI €KOJOri3amii TOCIOAAapChKOI MiSIIBHOCTI B MPHUMOPCHKHX
perioHax; 3a0e3meueHHs] MPUPOTHOTO BiATBOPEHHS O10JIOTTYHUX peCypCiB
i 30epexxeHHs OiopisHOMaHiTTT YopHOro 1 A30BCHKOTO MOpIB.
OcobnuBoro 3HaveHHss B OCTaHHI POKM HA0yBa€ TaKOX BiHCHKOBO-
O00OpOHHMI BHMIp HAI[IOHAIBHUX IHTEPECIB, sIKi BKIIIOYAIOTH, IMEPII 3a
Bce, epeKTUBHY peaizallito 000pOHHOI CTpaTerii Ha MBACHHUX pyOekax
Ha OCHOBI PO3BHUTKY BiiCbKOBO-MOPCHKUX CHII Y KpaiHH.

BucnoBku. HamioHnaneHi Moperocmnonapchki iHTepecH YKpaiHu
OyJI0 PO3IIISIHYTO B €KOHOMIYHOMY, T€OIMOJITHYHOMY, €KOJIOTIYHOMY Ta
BiliCbKOBO-000pOHHOMY BHMipax. OIHUM i3 BaXKJIMBUX CTpPATETiYHHX
iHTepeciB  YkpaiHu € 3abe3medyeHHss CTaOUIBHOCTI Ta  3aXHCTYy
perionanpHoi  Oe3nekn  YopHOMOPCHKO-A30BCHKOTO — PETiOHY,  SKHH
MEPETBOPUBCS HA apeHy CKJIQJHUX TEOMOJIITHYHMX Ta F€OCKOHOMIYHHMX
MPOTHUPIY y KOHTEKCTI 3POCTAIOuMX TEHACHIIM PO3BUTKY EKOHOMIKH B
perioHi, TPaHCKOPAOHHUX 1 MIKHAPOIHUX IPOOIIEM.

KnwuoBi cioBa: HamioHaJdbHI  MOPEroCIofapchbki  IHTEpecH,

MOpErocrnogapchkuii KomIuieke, Ykpaincoke [IpraopHomop’s.
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Introduction. Over the past two decades
a new architecture of regional systems has been
formed in the Black Sea basin. These days the
Black Sea basin as well as the Wider Black Sea
Region is turning into an arena of the world
geopolitical conflicts.

The Black Sea countries have determined
their national interests under conditions of new
geopolitical situation. Nowadays position of a
state in the world economy is largely
determined by the possibilities to use resources
of the World Ocean. Maritime economy of any
state was — and remains — one of the most
important components of economic growth and
national security. The United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982) [1],
which was the result of long-time contractual
practice of the states, confrontation and
cooperation, recognizes the necessity to take
into account the needs both coastal and land-
locked states. Even land-locked countries have
their maritime interests and actively develop
their maritime policy [2].

Ukraine on the contrary during the last
years has lost the largest part of its maritime
potential. The renewal of maritime economy
and recovery of the maritime complex became
one of the most important national interests of
Ukraine. Unfortunately, over the years this
problem has not been given due consideration.
So called “maritime historical memory”,
“maritime gene”, understanding of the
importance of this issue was absent in the
society [3, P. 158-164].

It must be emphasized that Ukraine
inherited a significant maritime potential. There
were three shipping companies (Black Sea
Shipping Company, Azov Shipping Company
and Danube Shipping Company), 18 seaports,
about a thousand seagoing vessels in the
register. The largest maritime shipping
company in Ukraine — the Black Sea Shipping
Company operated 330 ships and had the profit
up to 2 bln USD per year. The Ukrainian
fishing fleet included more than 290 vessels,
fishing not only in the Black Sea and the Azov
Sea, but also in many other parts of the World
Ocean. Marine scientific research was
conducted by the 70 scientific research ships of
different departments - the State Committee for

Hydrometeorology, Ministry of Fisheries and
others.

Compared with the year 1991, maritime
complex of Ukraine demonstrates the critical
changes.

Analysis of recent researches and
publications. In recent years national interests
of Ukraine and role of the Black sea region in
realization of national interests of Ukraine were
studied in number of papers and monographs.
Thus, methodological and applied issues of
research of national interests and regional
interests were discussed in the monograph of B.
Burkinskii [4]. Economic development of the
Black Sea region in the system of international
economic relations was studied in the
monograph of S. Grynevetskyi, S. Zhiltsov,
I. Zonn [5]. Problems of realization of national
interests of Ukraine from the point of view of
geopotitical theory of Big multidimensional
spaces were discussed by V. Dergachev [6].
Organizational and legal factors for the
sustainable development of the maritime
economic complex of Ukraine were studied by

O. Kibik, O. Podcerkovnyj, Ju. Drapajlo,
O. Kotlubaj et al. [7].

Previously unsettled problem
constituent. Despite of the considerable

amount of studies in the field of national
interests of Ukraine this is a need to to deepen
research regarding Ukrainian maritime interests
in the Black Sea-Azov basin, taking into
account different dimensions of maritime
interests, problems of maritime economic
complex of Ukraine and new geopolitical
situation in the Black Sea region.

Aim and tasks. This paper aims to
analyse the problems of maritime complex of
Ukraine and discus national maritime interests
of Ukraine under new geopolitical and
economic conditions in the Black Sea region.

Results. The Maritime Doctrine of
Ukraine for the period up to 2035 [8] was
developed in 2009 by Ministry of Transport
and Communications of Ukraine and National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. According to
the Maritime Doctrine of Ukraine, maritime
activities play a special role in economy of
Ukraine because of the next factors:
geographical location of Ukraine, length of the
coastal zone, level of development of national
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economy, economic relations with other states.
The Ukrainian Black Sea region plays a special
role in realizing the national interests of
Ukraine. It is one of the most important regions
in Ukraine in terms of size, economic, scientific
and technical potential.

Ukraine inherited a very well developed
maritime complex. It included sea and river
transportation, fisheries, shipbuilding and ship
repair, engineering, gas and oil industry, marine
recreational and tourism industries and other
branches and sub-sectors. During the last 20
years the maritime complex of Ukraine has
suffered dramatic changes. The crisis
deformations in all maritime sectors have
seriously shaken Ukrainian positions in the
Black Sea-Azov basin and other parts of the
World Ocean. This has led to the displacement
of Ukraine from the international sector of
maritime activities, including sea transport,
fishing, recreation and tourism [9].

Marine transportation. Development of
Ukraine as a maritime state requires first of all
development of maritime transport. Ukraine has
an advantageous geographical position on the
crossroads of international transport corridors.

Currently, there are 13 continental
maritime ports in Ukraine - Reni, Izmail, Ust-
Dunajsk, Bilhorod-Dnistrovsky, Chornomorsk,
Odessa, Juznii, Mykolaiv, Oktyabrsk, Kherson,
Skadovsk, Berdyansk and Mariupol. Five ports
are in the occupied territory of Crimea -
Evpatoria, Sevastopol, Yalta, Feodosiya,
Kerch.

From 1991 to 2016, sea fright of Ukraine
decreased from 44002,2 thousand t to 3641,8
thousand t (more than in 10 times) (Fig. 1), and
passenger transportation by sea - from 20789,5
thousand passengers to 30,3 thousand
passengers (Fig. 2).

Sea fright of Ukraine in the years 1980-2016, thousand t
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*sea fright of Ukraine in the years 2014-2016 is presented without taking into account the occupied
territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the city of Sevastopol and area of the anti-terrorist

operation

Fig. 1. Dynamics of sea fright in the years 1980 — 2016, thousand t.

Source: composed on the data of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine. Retrieved from
www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2005/tz/tz_rik/tz_u/ts u.zip [in Ukrainian].
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Passengers transportation by sea in the years 1980-2016, thousand

passengers
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*passengers transportation by sea in Ukraine in the years 2014-2016 is presented without taking
into account the occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the city of Sevastopol

and area of the anti-terrorist operation

Fig. 2. Dynamics of passenger transportation by sea in Ukraine in the years 1980 - 2016,
thousand passengers.
Source: composed on the data of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine. Retrieved from
www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2005/tz/tz_rik/tz_u/ts _u.zip [in Ukrainian].

Today the sea ports of Ukraine from the
point of view of technical characteristics and
equipment remain at the level of the late 80's -
early 90's of the last century. The sea ports of
Ukraine also face the problem of inefficiency
of the custom and tariff policy, excessive
bureaucracy in cargo registration, "shadow"
schemes, non competitiveness of port tariffs in
comparison with the other ports of the Black
Sea region. In fact, the available transit
potential of Ukraine is used only by 50%.
Container shipping does not exceed 10% of
cargo turnover [10].

All of these factors reduce the investment
attractiveness of the cargo transportation of
Ukraine, its transit-carrying potential and poses
a threat to economic security of Ukraine. In the
same time merchant fleet under Ukrainian flag
continues to decrease. If in 1993 year it was
6177 thousand DWT, in 2016 — only 418
thousand DWT (Fig. 3). Share of Ukraine in the
total world merchant fleet in 2016 is 0,023%.

International experience demonstrates
concentration of the fleet in the countries with
advantages for ship-owners. Liberalisation of
the flag regime in Ukraine can provide
additional government revenue of about $1 bln
a year. The idea of Open international ship
registry in Ukraine first appeared in 2003, but
the concept was inconsistent with the
legislation in force and required many
fundamental legislative changes. Debate over
establishing an Open registry in Ukraine was
reignited in 2013 [11].

The majority of world tonnage is
concentrated in open registries, which provide
significant advantages for ship-owners over
national registration. International ship registry
contributed to the concentration of the fleet
under the national flag: in Denmark - 97%, in
Turkey - 84%, in Portugal - 83%, in France -
81% and in Italy - 70% [12].

In 2010, under the flags of other states
were registered 197 vessels (with a capacity of
1000 registry tons and more), which belong to

Boris Burkinskyi, Kateryna Stepanova
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Ukrainian ship-owners: in Cambodia - 37;
Malta - 30; in Liberia - 16; in Georgia - 15; in
Moldova - 12 [13].

In the same time over the period from
1993 to 2010, the Black Sea countries, such as
Georgia and  Turkey, increased their
deadweight by 47.5% and 13%, respectively
attracting ship-owners by privileges. The flag
of Moldova offers advantages for non-resident
ship-owners. The privileges include low

registration  fees, fast procedures for
continuation or cancellation of registration,
issuance, no age limitations for registering a
ship. According to the data of UNCTAD, for
the period from 2007 to 2015, cargo transported
by Moldova ships increased from 17 thousand t
(DWT) to 935 thousand t. The Georgian flag
also attracts by simplified and fast registration
procedures, law taxes for foreign ship-owners
[14].

Merchant fleet under flag of Ukraine in 1993-2016, thousand DWT

7000
6000 6177
N

5000 A

4000 \
3000 \

2000 \\M1667 1132

1000

904

1993 2000 2005 2010

418

2015 2016

Fig. 3. Merchant fleet under flag of Ukraine in 1993-2016, thousand DWT
Source: composed on the data of UNCTAD General Profile: Ukraine. Retrieved from
http.//unctadstat.unctad.org/CountryProfile/General Profile/en-GB/804/index. html

Shipbuilding. Since the year 2000, the

shipbuilding companies are being used only on

shipbuilding  industry of Ukraine has  25-30%. Ukrainian enterprises are involved in
demonstrated some growth (Fig. 4), because of  construction only parts of the vessels. Usually
the regulatory state policy, adoption of the  this is economically inefficient and
Laws of Ukraine "On Measures for the State  environmentally unfriendly part of the

Support of Shipbuilding Industry in Ukraine"
and "On the Special Economic Zone
‘Mikolaiv’". These measures allowed increase
production in 2,5 times during 5 years [15].
However, compared with the year 1991,

production cycle [19]. Complete vessels are not
built any more because of the low technical
level of the equipment.

A particular problem for Ukrainian
shipbuilding is the lack of investment due to the

shipbuilding in Ukraine demonstrates the  risks for investors. This was caused by
critical changes. Over the past 20 years, size of  inconsistent  tax  policies,  bureaucratic
shipbuilding in Ukraine has been reduced in  formalities, lack of investment planning,

10-15 times [17, 18]. The fleet of Ukraine is
outdated, most of the vessels do not meet
requirements of international conventions.
More than 92% of goods processed in
Ukrainian ports are shipped by foreign vessels.

Due to the lack of government orders,
Ukrainian shipbuilding companies are forced to

banking crisis. Shipbuilding has a long cycle of
designing and building of vessels, high capital
intensity and low profitability, which makes it
impossible to develop without lending support.
Domestic shipbuilding companies have no
assess to low interest loans. Most of them rely
on the use of their own funds, which are not

carry out
Production

export

orders
capacities of

predominantly.
Ukrainians

enough for innovative production.
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Shipbuilding production,
million UAN
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Fig. 4. Shipbuilding production, million UAN
Source: based on the data [16]

Fishery. Over the past 20 years extraction = economic zones of other states were extracted
of marine living resources has decreased more 279, 5 thousand t of living resources, in 2014 —
than in 10 times. Thus, in 1995, in the exclusive  about 20,2 thousand t (Fig. 5).

Marine living resources extraction, t
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* Without taking into account the temporarily occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and the city of Sevastopol.Data on the extraction of marine living resources in the exclusive
economic zones of other states and high seas in 2015 and 2016 are not available for the public
access in compliance with the requirements of the Law of Ukraine "On the State Statistics"
regarding the confidentiality of information
Fig. 5. Extraction of the marine living resources in 1995-2016, t

Source: composed on the data of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine. Retrieved from

www.ukrstat.gov.ua [in Ukrainian].
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The main reason of the reduction of
fishing in the high seas and inactive fishing in
the exclusive economic zones of other states is
morally and materially outdated fleet,
noncompetitiveness of the technologies of
search and extraction of fish, low government
support (on average, 0.05% of the total amount
coming to the agro-sector).

Serious damage to the fishing industry of
Ukraine was caused by the annexation of the
Crimea. In 2013, Crimea covered up to 63% of
extraction of marine living resources. As a
result of the annexation of Crimea, Ukraine lost
part of its fleet. 108 vessels remained in the
Crimea (20 port vessels, 11 state vessels and 60
private fishing vessels). Only 6 vessels have

been returned to Illichivsk Sea Fishery Port,
four of which are fishing vessels. According to
the data of Association of Fishermen of
Ukraine, Ukraine lost almost all of its oceanic
fishing fleet. Except one vessel, which was re-
registered at the Illichivsk Sea Fishery Port, all
ships of this class remained in the Crimea [20].
Despite the negative changes over the last
25 years, Ukraine still has potential for renewal
of maritime activities and return of status of a
maritime state. The renewal of maritime

economy and recovery of the maritime complex
became one of the most important national
interests of Ukraine. The national maritime
interests of Ukraine can be presented by the
fractal model (Fig. 6).

Areas of interest: E'-economic; E "- ecological; G/P - geopolitical; M/D - military-defence
Levels of interest analysis: 1 — (geo) strategic; II - tactical; III - operational

Fig. 6. Fractal model of the strategic maritime interests of Ukraine

National maritime interests of Ukraine
can be considered from the point of view of
economic, geopolitical, environmental and
military-defence  dimensions. The model
represents a number of different levels of their
realization, in particular: I - (geo) strategic; II -
tactical; III - operational (if necessary, more
detailed concretization of the studied problem

is possible and the levels of analysis IV, V, etc.
can be introduced).

Economic Dimension. National interests
of Ukraine include use of resources of the
Black Sea, Azov sea and other regions of the
World Ocean in order to build an effective and
safe maritime economy and contribute to
economic growth, namely:

bopuc Bypxuncokuii, Kamepuna Cmenanosa
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- transport and communications
development in the Black and Azov Seas and
other parts of the World Ocean, taking into
consideration transport corridors West-East,
North-South;

- development marine recreation
and tourism, including renovation of the
cruise tourism, which suffers lack of its own
fleet, absence of investment policy and
support programs, unstable political situation,
poor promotion of the Black Sea as a touristic
destination and insufficient joint actions of the
Black Sea countries, complexity of customs
procedures, unreasonable port charges, lack of
cruise infrastructure.

- development of the marine
energy potential, extraction of resources of the
seabed (oil, gas), use of renewable energy
resources of the coastal zone (wind energy,
sun, waves, geothermal energy, etc.).

In addition, Ukraine's national interests in
the economic sphere should include further
integration of the Ukrainian Black Sea region
into interregional economic systems and
programs (Black Sea Economic Cooperation
(BSEC), Organization for democracy and
economic development, Transport Corridor
Europe-Caucasus-Asia  (TRACECA, etc.),
intensification of economic relations with the
EU.

Geopolitical ~ dimension of national
interests of Ukraine in Black Sea and Azov
basins includes protection of territorial
integrity; establishment of a system of
sustainable strategic, political and economic
cooperation; solutions to energy challenges in
the Black Sea region; activation of cooperation
with BSEC; Ukraine’s European Integration.

Environmental dimension. The coastal
areas of Ukraine have diverse natural resources,
including unique ones, which are important
component of coastal economy development
and the national economy as a whole.
Regarding environmental field, national
interests of Ukraine include protection of
marine environment and marine biodiversity of
the Black sea and Azov sea [21] as well as
seaboard estuaries; development of the system
of effective management of natural resources
use and environmental protection, greening the
marine activities.

Military-defence dimension. The national
interests of Ukraine in the Black Sea region in
the military-defence aspect include, first of all,
effective implementation of the defence
strategy at the southern borders, based on the
development of the naval forces of Ukraine;
prevention of military conflicts in the region;
participation in collective security systems in
the basin of the Black and Azov Seas.

Among the most important interests of
Ukraine in the Black Sea-Azov basin should be
solution to the challenges generated by the
annexation of the Crimea. Therefore, among
the top-priority tasks are:

1) protection of territorial sovereignty in
the territorial sea, in airspace above them;

2) protection of sovereign rights of
Ukraine in its exclusive economic zone and
continental shelf;

3) safe navigation, fishing, aircraft
flights, conducting scientific research and other
activities.

After the annexation of Crimea, Odessa
begins to play a new role in the Ukrainian
Black Sea coast. Odessa region should become
a "region of growth" and European cooperation.
The following directions will be a priority for
Odessa region:

- strengthening the transit and transport

potential through implementation of
infrastructure projects and development of
logistics;

- special economic zones (for export-
import activities in ports of Odessa region -
Chernomorsk, Juznii, Reni);

- intensification = of  cross-border
cooperation through the Lower Danube
Euroregion;

- promotion of Odessa as a destination in
the international tourism market, development
of Odessa as a centre of maritime tourism,;

- enhancing the energy security of the
region through alternative energy development,
including renewable energy sources of the
marine environment.

Conclusions and further researches
directions. The maritime interests of Ukraine
were discussed from economic, geopolitical,
environmental and military-defence points of
view. The long-term interests of Ukraine in the
Black Sea-Azov basin include first of all
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development of its significant resource
potential (transport, recreational, biological,
mineral and energy resources), protection of
economic and environmental safety in the
basin. One of important strategic interests of
Ukraine is stability and regional security in the
Black Sea-Azov region, which has become an
arena of geopolitical and geoeconomic
contradictions under conditions of economic

development trends in  the  region,
transboundary and international problems. This
can be realized on the base of strategic
partnership between the countries of the Wider
Black Sea Region, in which must prevail
respect to sovereignty and equality of
neighbouring  states, non-interference in
internal affairs, equal partners relations in
accordance with international law.
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